Hip deformities in walking patients with cerebral palsy.
Hip deformities in walking patients with cerebral palsy are rare. Nineteen diplegic and four hemiplegic patients with unilateral hip subluxation were studied to determine whether or not characteristic gait patterns could be identified. All were examined clinically and radiologically as well as undergoing observational and instrumented three dimensional gait analysis. Twenty one of the patients compensated for the subluxation with an ipsilateral trunk lean and contralateral pelvic drop. These patterns were quantified in the kinematic and kinetic variables measured. We conclude that hip abductor weakness should be considered as the cause of the deformity.